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" that he himself should come upon the stage; that on this con-
dition, the others too might be admitted."

" These people must not be so useless as you formerly
described them," answered Wilhelm, "ifthey can now be all
received at once; and I suppose their talents would remain the
same without me as with me."

Under seal of secrecy, Serlo hereupon explained his situation :
how his first actor was giving hints about a rise of salary at the
renewal of their contract; how he himself did not incline conced-
ing this, the rather as the individual in question was no longer
in such favour with the public; how, if he dismissed him, a whole
train would follow; whereby, it was true, his company would
lose some good, but likewise some indifferent actors. He then
showed Wilhelm what he hoped to gain in him, in Laertes, Old
Boisterous, and even Frau Melina. Nay, he promised to procure
for the silly Pedant himself, in the character of Jew, minister,
but chiefly of villain, a decided approbation.

Wilhelm faltered; the proposal fluttered him; he knew not
what to say. That he might say something, he rejoined with a
deep-drawn breath: " You speak very graciously about the good
yoi^ find and hope to find in us: but how is it with our weak
points, which certainly have not escaped your penetration ?"

"These," said Serlo, "by diligence, practice and reflection,
we shall soon make strong points. Though you are yet but fresh-
men and bunglers, there is not one among you that does not
warrant expectation more or less : for, so far as I can judge, no
stick, properly so called, is to be met with in the company; and
your stick is the only person that can never be improved, never
bent or guided, whether it be self-conceit, stupidity, or hypochon-
dria, that renders him unpliant."

The Manager next stated, in a few words, the terms he meant
to offer; requested Wilhelm to determine soon, and left him in
no small perplexity.

In the marvellous composition of those travels, which he had
at first engaged with as it were in jest, and was now carrying on
in conjunction with Laertes, his mind had by degrees grown more
attentive to the circumstances and the every-day life of the actual
world than it was wont. He now first understood the object of
his father in so earnestly recommending him to keep a journal.
He now, for the first time, felt how pleasant and how useful it
might be to become participator in so many trades and requisi-